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AFT Statement on Massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School
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WASHINGTON, D.C.— Statement of American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten
on the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn.

“The entire AFT community is shaken to its core by this massacre of young children and the educators
and school employees who care for and nurture them. Twenty children and six adults were shot and
killed today in one of the worst school shootings in history. We grieve for them all, and our prayers are
with the Sandy Hook Elementary School community and all of Newtown, as well as the AFT nurses
caring for victims at Danbury Hospital, following this heinous act. | just got off the phone with
Newtown Federation of Teachers President Tom Kuroski, and pledged to do everything we can to
provide support and comfort to the students, teachers, administrators, their families and everyone in this
community grappling with this trauma.

“Our thanks go out to all of the first responders for their efforts to ensure the safety of all the students
and staff. In this horrible moment, there were also extraordinary acts of courage by school staff to lock
down the school and protect children.

“We’ll never be able to prevent every senseless act of violence, but our children, educators and school
employees go to school believing it is a safe sanctuary. We’ve been through this too many times.
Everything we can do, we must do, including a renewed focus on gun control and preventing gun
violence.”

Follow AFT President Randi Weingarten: http://twitter.com/rweingarten
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The AFT represents 1.5 million pre-K through 12th-grade teachers; paraprofessionals and other school-related
personnel; higher education faculty and professional staff; federal, state and local government employees; nurses
and healthcare workers; and early childhood educators.
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